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Vacation Rental Travels - where travel 
inspiration is born! We are a free, digital 
magazine that highlights the unique 
experience of vacationing in stylish and 
comfortable vacation rentals. 

Explore hidden garden cottages, 
sumptuous penthouses, and quirky 
homes that make traveling a rich and 
rewarding experience.

You can have any kind of experience in 
a vacation rental... whether you are on a 
budget or want lavish  pampering. It’s all 
available to you.

Vacation Rental Travels magazine covers 
the best, most unique, quirky, beautiful, 
amenities-laden homes for rent to 
vacationers.
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© Wabash Publishing, LLC
Any reproduction or duplication without 
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LLC is strictly prohibited.

The information in Vacation Rental Travels 
has been carefully compiled from authors 
and sources believed to be reliable at the 
time of publication, but its accuracy is not 
guaranteed. Always investigate locations and 
availability before traveling.
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Advertisers have paid a fee or provided other 
promotional considerations. Additionally, 
you should assume that the publisher has an 
affiliate relationship and/or another material 
connection to the providers of any goods or 
services mentioned in this publication and 
may be compensated when you purchase. 
You should always perform due diligence 
before buying goods or services from anyone 
via the Internet or offline.

The opinions expressed here are the author’s 
or advertiser’s alone. The properties 
featured or mentioned in this publication 
are not owned or operated by Wabash 
Publishing, LLC and may or may not be 
available for rental in the future. Please 
contact the current owner prior to making 
travel arrangements.
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San Francisco’s 
Old North Beach

The City By The Bay

For those of us who live in the Bay 
Area there is only one city, that city 

is San Francisco. From the cypress pines 
on Land’s End’s rocky, ocean cliffs, to Coit 
Tower in North Beach and glittering art 
galleries in Union Square, San Francisco 
offers lifetimes of experiences.  Come 
along, and I’ll show you the places locals 
go with their out of town friends. 

Look at any map of San Francisco, 
and you’ll see that it consists of 
neighborhoods. Each one has its 
atmosphere and appeal.  Part of the 
charm of visiting is meeting, dining and 
watching San Francisco residents go 
about their business while pretending 
you are one, also.  Staying in a private 
home allows a gentle flow of moving into 
the life of a local, without the workday 
grind of back home. 

San Francisco is a walking town, and it’s 
a climbing town, don’t complain about it, 
embrace it. It’s like visiting Paris, when you 
get home, you may find you weigh a few 
pounds less. 

It’s easy to get around without a car. The 
best place to get a taxi is in front of a major 
hotel. If you aren’t close to a major hotel, 
Uber, the private driver ride, is affordable 
and fast. Download the app from Apple’s 
App Store, Google Play or Windows Phone 
Service to get your ride within minutes. 
Really, once you are in a neighborhood it’s 
easiest to just hoof it. 

Pick up a Clipper Card at local outlets 
for a $3.00 fee then load it with cash 
for Bay Area public transportation. San 
Francisco MUNI (Municipal Transportation 
Authority) Busses, Trolley cars, BART, and 
Ferries accept the Clipper Card. 

Car share and bicycle share opportunities 
are easily accessible, especially in North 
Beach, the neighborhood where you will be 
staying.

The Roofs of San Francisco

Far from the modern, high rise buildings 
south of Market, you feel like the star of 
your personal story when you enter your 
Telegraph Hill penthouse. You see the 
Golden Gate Bridge, spires of the Church 
of Saints Peter and Paul and the San 
Francisco Bay through sparkling clean, wall 
to wall picture windows. The same view at 
night takes your breath away. 

Located in a lovely, 1930’s era building, the 
thoroughly modern interior is appropriate 
for a comfortable family reunion or 
corporate event.  If you are in town for a 

convention or media shoot, this penthouse 
will serve as a perfect VIP accommodation.

Modern leather and wood furniture and 
original art decorate this exceptional 
apartment. If spacious, well-organized 
luxury is what you are looking for, you 
have found it in this three-bedroom, four 
bath penthouse. Persian area rugs cover 
bright, hardwood floors. You find antique 
Asian sculptures, art, glassware, and floral 
arrangements placed throughout the 
apartment.

 Prepare eggs, bacon and toast using 
professional gas appliances in the modern 
kitchen while regarding Coit Tower out of 

the kitchen window.  

You can access the latest media and Wi-Fi 
from any room.  The master suite holds 
a king-sized Japanese floating bed with 
a 60” Samsung HD TV on the wall. You 
find a Jacuzzi hot tub, two glass pedestal 
sinks and a shower that doubles as a 
steam room. The full-sized, cedar lined 
closet is large enough for the most clothes 

Article & Photos by Kathleen Poole

This guest  column features fun  travel stories from  friends of Vacation Rental Travels. If you would like to submit an original 
story for consideration from your travels, please email the story and photos to  Art@VacationRentalTravels.com
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conscious permanent resident and her 
partner. If you wake up in the middle of 
the night and look out the wall to wall, 
floor to ceiling windows at the lights of 
Russian Hill, you may not be able to go 
back to sleep, wanting to capture the 
vision and keep it forever. 

Across the hall is a small apartment with 
bedroom, kitchen, and a full-sized cedar 
lined closet complete with back packs.

 Upstairs a third bedroom suite at the right 
of the stairs contains a queen bed and 
full bath. The owner has paid attention to 
even small details so you’ll feel pampered, 
right down to the small flashlights next to 
each bed in case you need to get up in the 

middle of the night and earthquake kits in 
case the big one strikes. 

In addition, there is a wine room big 
enough for a caterer to set up and manage 
any reception.  

Then there is the roof. 

When you go up one more level to the 
roof deck, you gaze on the neighborhood, 
Golden Gate Bridge, Maritime Museum 
and SF bay that fan out below.  There is 
Coit Tower and the Transamerica Pyramid 
building.

 You can see so many roofs. Very few 
roofs are higher than this one.  The 
photographer in your party will spend time 
up here taking pictures of the 360 degree 
view and the birds. You feel giddy and 
moved in the high, rarified atmosphere, 
looking at classic San Francisco 
architecture on three sides below. The 
beauty of the city dazzles. It’s obvious why 
this is a desirable neighborhood to live in 
and visit. 

The roof is like an open-air living room with 
succulents in large pots, a well maintained 
deck, numerous redwood seats, cushions, 
and tables. The professional gas barbecue 
and heaters turn the roof into an enjoyable 
look out over the roofs of San Francisco 
any time of the year. 

In the mornings, you see a flock of green 
birds drifting below. These are the famous 
Wild Parrots of Telegraph Hill. When they 
aren’t flying they perch on ledges looking 
for food. If you whistle sweetly, they’ll turn 
and look.

I absolutely love the shiny, modern key-pad 
entry system. It saved minutes – hours of 
time and frustration looking for the key 
before leaving and finding it in a pocket or 
bag on returning. 

On the way back from breakfast, one 
morning, I watched a French couple 
struggle with a key in an old lock during 
the time it took me to walk half a block. He 
was sweating by the time the creaky gate 
was secured. “Voilá,” he said, snapping the 
keys into his palm in triumph. I went to my 
vacation home feeling smug because my 
key was in my head. 

The proximity to North Beach and the city 
beyond make this a singular property. You 
won’t find another like it.  Your friends, 
family or colleagues will be impressed and 
thank you for bringing them here. They will 
remember their stay, for the rest of their 
lives. 

Contact T. Payne at 415/572.5064 for 
details and reservations. This property 
books early. Plan now, for an unforgettable 
San Francisco getaway.

Columbus Street and North Beach

Columbus Street, beginning at Broadway is 
the heart of North Beach.

 If you are remotely a literary type you 

Facebook.com/VacationRentalTravels                                                                                     Vacation Rental Travels | Winter 2014/2015 - 59 

http://Facebook.com/VacationRentalTravels


must go to The City Lights Bookstore at 
251 Columbus Ave. Still independently 
owned, this bookstore began as the hang 
out of Beat poets back in the 1950’s. The 
interior is plain wood, and there are no 
straight paths as you explore the most 
famous bookstore in the Bay Area. You’ll 
find a diverse selection of books here, get 
at least one. It’ll get you in the mood of the 
time.  

On the west side of Columbus Ave, walk 
down to Washington Park, where small 
white lights wrap trees lining the sidewalk. 
You walk in a verdant tunnel formed by 
tree canopies connecting to awnings 
above the sidewalk. Stop to read menus 
in the windows and walk past outside 
tables and chairs for alfresco dining. More 
restaurants, bakeries, and banks line the 
east side of the street. You’ll find the best 
traditional Italian cuisine in the city here. 
When it comes to restaurants, you can’t 
make a wrong choice. Use your guide book 
but don’t be afraid to step into a restaurant 
that isn’t in the book. 

Places you don’t want to miss 

Mo’s Grill; 1322 Grant Avenue, (415) 
788-3779. Down the hill and left on Grant 
Street is the perfect breakfast diner. After 
a large meal the night before, you can have 
eggs your way and substitute a fruit bowl 
for potatoes. The potatoes, however, are 
cooked in a cage that hangs 12” above an 
open flame so they are delicious. Moe’s 
offer basic breakfast fare with a San 
Francisco flair at reasonable prices.  

Caffé Creco; 423 Columbus Avenue, 
415-397-6261. Looking for a Panini 
and salad with vinaigrette dressing? 
Caffé Grecco at the corner of Columbus 
and Stockton offers reasonably priced 
sandwiches served by men with Italian 
accents.  Well, the servers are Latino, who 
practice their Italian with Italians who 
come in to eat. You’ll get a worthwhile 
meal of cappuccino and gelato at what 
many recognize as the most authentic 
Italian Café in The City. 

Coit Tower; 1 Telegraph Hill. “This was 
the first WPA Public Art project in the 
1930’s. You could say they were Beta 

Testing the concept of employing artists to 
make public art,” said Davy Crockett, the 
tour director.

“The murals portrayed a snapshot of San 
Francisco in 1934. It was a rough time 
in San Francisco. Before the highway 
system was in place, the only way to get 
to San Francisco was by boat or rail and 
no one was coming.” Mr. Crockett went 
on.  “The Tower used to leak like a sieve; 
hadn’t been cleaned for 25 years. We just 
spent $2,000,000 bringing it into the 21st 
Century.” Be sure to visit Coit Tower to 
hear more interesting stories for yourself. 

Eighty percent of the people who visit, 
walk up Filbert Street from North Beach 
or walk up Green Street to Montgomery 
Street and turn left. There are steps on 
each side of the dead end wall; go up these 
and follow the signs. Both routes involve 
lots of stairs, but it’s worth the effort. 

XOX Truffles; 754 Columbus Avenue, 
415 421-4841. “I had a heart attack on the 
last day of my honeymoon. It was due to 
stress, and I knew I had to make a change,” 
begins Jean Marc, chef, entrepreneur and 
owner of XOX Truffles. Jean worked in 
a French restaurant and a hotel, but the 
stress didn’t ease.  “I got my big break 
when Chocolatier Magazine selected 
me as one of the top 10 best artisan 
chocolatier’s in the United States the first 
month I was open.” Now Yelp and Trip 
Advisor are important reviewers. You can 
stop in and get a free truffle with coffee 

and buy some for the road. He gives truffle 
making demonstrations for the food tours 
participants who stop by the shop.  It’s a 
cult, but in a good way

Artists & Craftsman Supply; 555 Pacific 
Street, 415 931-1900.  “This floor used 
to be a dance hall. Downstairs was a 
brothel, and we are certified haunted” said 
Justine, the assistant manager.  “There 
is a cave entrance to the tunnel system 
that used to connect North Beach to the 
waterfront and China Town. You can see it 
downstairs.” Could you turn down such an 
invitation?  Artists & Craftsman Supply is 
located in the Hippodrome Building, built 
in 1907, right after the earthquake. This 
store is chocked full of every art supply 
from 16 oz. tubes of oil paints, articulated 
wood manikins, quirky toys and magic 
kits for kids of all ages.  The floor in the 
basement is covered in 14 foot circular 
Jerry Garcia’s dream-come-true type spin/
tie-dye motifs. Check it out on the way to 
the cave. 

Pacific Avenue lies in the center of the 
old Barbary Coast now known as the 
Jackson Square Historic District. You 
walk by bright for-the-trade-only interior 
design emporiums, explore clean, shiny 
stores with museum quality antiques and 
auction houses that don’t advertise on 
PBS. The tech company Weebley is in this 
neighborhood. 

The Church of Saints Peter & Paul; 666 
Filbert Street, 415-421-0809. The twin 
steeples of this church, along with Coit 
Tower are North Beach icons and shouldn’t 
be missed. Italian artisans created the huge 
marble altar, shipped to San Francisco and 
reassembled it into its present location.  
The Catholic Youth Organization of the 
1930’s produced Joe DiMaggio and is still 
going strong. It is worth your time to stop 
and explore this magnificent example of 
Romanesque architecture. This church is 
the fairest of them all. While there, take a 
few minutes to sit quietly and open your 
heart. 

Union Square. Union Square is San 
Francisco’s best-known shopping district 
and the city’s formal downtown. Beyond 
Macy’s and Niemen Marcus, you’ll enjoy 
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high-end art galleries and boutiques 
carrying interesting and unusual items. 

Looking to hang a Picasso on your wall? 
How about Chagall, Matisse or Miró? 
You’ll find their work and more on Geary 
Street. Brightly lit, marble and glass art 
galleries line both sides of the street. 
You find the Martin Lawrence Gallery at 
366 Geary Street and the Christopher 
Clark Gallery across the street at 377 
Geary Street. For a bit of whimsy, take 
down that Elk’s head from above your 
fireplace, and replace it with a Dr. Seuss 
character from Dennis Rae Fine Art at 
351 Geary Street.  

Wander round the corner, and you 
may be intrigued enough by the denim 
bombed horse and flower power VW 
bus to venture into Desigual at 101 
Powell Street. The Spanish Brand store 
is full of colorful, artistic clothes for 
men and women that you won’t find 
anywhere else. No Little Black Dress’s 
here. Stop in and buy something to make 
a splashy entrance at your next outing. 

Cable Car Admittedly, the best ride 
in town, there are no seat belts or 
shoulder straps to keep you safely 

harnessed into your seat. It’s just the 
thrill of hanging on as you ride up the 
hills, then down the other side. If you 
want to shorten the hour or more wait 
to get onto the cable car, walk up a 
couple stops to catch your ride. Look 
for this sign and stand beside it.  If you 
arrive late, you’ll probably need to stand 
on the rails and hang on to the outside 
for the most desirable position to ride 
the car. 

Napa Valley Winery Exchange; 415 
Taylor Street, 415 771-2887.  “We 
taste everything and, before we buy it.  
All staff have to love it.” This business 
philosophy drives what wine is sold, 
according to John Sumners, the 

general manager. There’s no 
tasting, but you’ll want to check 
out this store for the education 
and a chance to buy and try 
something exceptional.  The wine 
exchange specializes in small 
California producers. “80 -85% 
of what is here you’ll find only 
here or at the winery for their 
wine club. Small producers 
baby the wine-making process 
and give unique, focused 
expression to their wine.” 
Mr. Sumners continues, 
“We’ve been here since 1988.” 
If you’re lucky you’ll meet Ron 
Sciandri, who drives his pickup 
in from Napa County to deliver his 
extraordinary wine.  

You can get any number of guidebooks 
about San Francisco but there is nothing 
like venturing out on your own and 
letting the atmosphere of a store 
or restaurant reach out, take you 
gently by the shoulder and reel 
you into where you meet friendly 
people and see unique objects 
and delicious food.  Your private 
home accommodations, in this 
desirable neighborhood, make 
you feel pampered and special, 
only because you are. 
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