SEW SMARTER, BETTER, FASTER

tips

best

SOLO PANTS HEMMING
It’s difficult to mark the hem on a pair

of pants when you don’t have a willing
helper or a hemming tool designed for
the purpose.  have developed a pro-

cess that works more accurately than
other methods when I'm alone. All that’s
needed is a full-length mirror.

Trim the raw edges of each leg, put on
the unhemmed pants with appropriate
shoes and underwear, and stand in front
of the mirror with a pincushion nearby. A
wrist pincushion is particularly handy.

At thigh level, pinch up fabric until you
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like the way the labrics unfinished bot-
tom edge hreaks. Pin the pinched fabric.
Turn sideways and, while standing erect
reach back and pinch and pin another
pleat. Continue pinching aud pinning
until bath legs have been pinned. Observe
eacht leg's bottom edge and make adjust-
ments at the thigh as needed.

Take the pants off, measure the pleat
width, and double it. Pin up the leg hems
using this measurement. then remove
the pins from the thigh area. Trim and
serge or otherwise fAnish the raw edges as
desired. Try on the pants to double-check
the length. then complete the hems for a
perfect fit.

Kathleen Pooli
Walnut Creek, California

RECYCLE OLD CUTTING MATS
Cutting mats are rxpensive, but even il
vou take good care of them, they evenitu-
ally wear out and lose thewr effectivenesa
When that happens, | save them to use in
the bottom of the tote bags | make They
can be cul to a specific sze, or, il vour
cutting board is espedcially large. vou can
cut it into smaller chunks until you're
ready 1o use them. They are hightweight
bust stundy and are ideal for totes and
other progects requanng structure | have
rven used them in purchased grooen
toles lo add strength to the bag s bottom,
Chur bocal foundry cut my cutting board

in the sizes | needed and rounded the
edgrs as well' Depending on your cutting
board's size. vou can often get several
new (ole boltoms from ooe decommis
sotved mat

—Aathy Werd Northhedd Minnesola

UNBAC A LINING FOR EASY REPAURS
i vou need 1o get inside 8 hined packet
{ for exampile, to add or remove shoulder
pacds. or to fix s lnang that shows bedow
the jacket hem ). examine the bning un
derarm slevve seams first. Usually on the
left sbewvr hining you Il note an arva about
K or [0 inches long where the seam was
topstitched closed. The seam will likeby be
nasrtow with almost unnoliceable stitch
ing. Carefully remove this stitching, and
vou can turn the jacket insade outl Then
pull the outer jacket through the open:
ing. Il s essentially making a bagged Lning
i reverse. | See Thrvads noc 115 "R
Turning Points loe Lining by Machine” by
Shannon Gifford | Make vour repair, and
restitch the sbeeve linimg seam closed

Nan Reber Ll Segunda. ( alfornia

SWIMALIT WITH STRAPF VARIATIONS

The halter strap on my two-pieve bathing
sul was causng a fived tan line around
my bech. which | didnt want. To help
ehiminate the lan mark, | converted the
straps so that | could switch between

the halter style and standard shoulder

easy 1o retrieve

style straps. The swumsuil s bra back was
relat el narrow, so | made loops on
the end of each strap that the bra back
vould ship through Lo transform the halter
straps to regular straps | simply folded
up the end of each halter strap creating a
loop, adpsted i to the proper length. and
stitched each loop Ughthy mn place When
1 alsd rach hall of the bra back through s
loup - shoulder -style straps were formed
It was casy to sdjust the shoulder straps
so that they were rither close Lo the
cenler of my back. of farther apart, which
alsor helped reduce my tan hne | also
could remaove the ties from the bra back
and tie them in the onginal halter style
With all these vanations. | had a beaut-
ful, rven tan

—Susan Mutchell Calpary

Alberta. ( anada

SANDPAPER THIMBLE CRIPS WTLL
| use bots of pins when | sew and quibt,
and spend & great deal of time hand-
stitchang — and | have the raved fingers o
prove it’ Lsing a thimbile slows me down
and limits my Latile expenence. How-
ever, | discowered Lhe perfect alternative.
I had some fabric grps on hand that |
had never used Fabric grips are small,
sell adhesny sandpaper disks about the
spe of an Adtosd breath mund. They are
designed to attach 1o the bottoms of rul
ers and templates so they don't ship while

tontinued »

| have 3 large number of Threadh magazines, and storage
became a problem | bought hanging fiie folden at an

office wupply itore and cut the folded paperboard bottoms

6 inches up from the fold Two separate paperboard Raps
remained, each attached to one hanging bar | place the bar in
mvy file cabinel. and hang each magarine centered ower 2 hang-
ing bar in date order. They're neat, protected from the light. and

—Fay Elen Eisenberyg
Hendernionmvilie, Tennevies
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